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Chapter NR 51
ADMINISTRATION OF STEWARDSHIP GRANTS

NR 51.001 Purpose. Subchapter IV —Stream Bank Piotection
NR 51.002 Definitions. NR 51.60 Purpose.
NR 51.003 Variances. NR 51.61 Applicability.
X . o NR 51.62 Definitions.
Subchapter | — Nonprofit Conservation Organizations NR 51.63 Priority stream identification.
NR 51.01 Purpose. NR 51.64 Management plans.
NR 51.02 Applicability. NR 51.65 Land management conditions.
NR 51.03 General provisions. o ) NR 51.66 Grants to nonprofit conservationgamizations.
NR 51.04 Application procedures and eligibility for grant assistance. NR 51.67 Grants to local units of government.
NR 51.05 Grant contracts. Subchapter V —State Tails
NR 51.06 Grant payments. NR 51.70 Purpose.
Subchapter Il —Natural Ar eas Grants NR 51.71 Applicability.
NR 51.20 Purpose. NR 51.72 Definitions.
NR 51.21 Applicability. NR 51.73 Designation.
NR 51.22 Definitions. NR 51.74 Grants for state trails.
NR 51.23 Eligible applicants. NR 51.75 Management contracts under s. 23.096, Stats.
NR 51.24 Allocation of funds. Subchapter VI — Friends Group Grants for State Pioperty Development
NR 51.25 Grant conditions. Under s. 23.098. Stats.
NR 51.26 Application progedure. NR 51.80 P’urpose.
NR51.27  Approval of projects. NR51.81  Applicability and definitions.
NR 51.28 Approval of parcels. NR 51.82 Eligible projects.
NR 51.29 Unfunded parcels. NR 51.83 Priorities.
Subchapter Ill —Habitat Ar eas NR 51.84 Application and grant award procedures.
NR 51.40 Purpose. Subchapter VI —
NR 51.41 Applicability. Heritage State Park and Foest Trust Grants
NR 51.42 Definitions. NR 51.90 Purpose.
NR 51.43 Habitat restoration areas. NR 51.91 Applicability.
NR 51.44 Allocation of grant funds. NR 51.92 Eligible projects.
NR 51.45 Grants for property acquisition. NR 51.93 Priorities.
NR 51.46 Cost share grants. NR 51.94 Application and grant award procedures.
NR 51.001 Purpose. The purpose of thishapter is to (10) “Project” means one or more parcels that are contigu
implementand administer the stewardship program. ousor in close proximity which include features which are eligi
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90. ble for grants in this chapter

(11) “Property” means land or an interest in land.

(12) “Sponsor’means th@onprofit conservation ganiza-
tion that is applying for and receiving a grant under s. 23.096,
Stats.,and this chapter

(13) “Sponsormatch” means the portion of the acquisition
§ostwhich is not funded by the state. Eligible sources of sponsor
matchmay include cash frorthe sponsor; funds generated by
local or federal government; grants or contributions from
foundationspusinesses, private individuals or nonproffitani-
zations; property contributions froathird party if the contribu
tion is made within 3 yearsf the acquisition; property acquired
by the sponsowithin 3 years of the acquisition if the property
wasnot purchased with state funds; and property vdbrated

NR 51.002 Definitions. In this chapter:

(1) “Acquisition cost” means théair market value of the
propertyas determined by departmesauation guidelines and
reasonableosts related to the purchase of the property limited
to the cost of appraisalgnd surveys, relocation payments, title
evidence costs, recording fees, interest on installment payment
with prior written approval of the department, and the obst
environmentainspections and auditi.does not include attor
neysfees, environmental clean up costs, brokefegs paid by
the buyer real estate transfer taxes, or any other cost not-identi
fied in this subsection.

(2) “Department” means the department of natural

resources. . , by the property owner
(3) “Fiscal year” means the period from July 1 to June 30. (14) “Stewardship”or “stewardship program” means the
(4) “Grantcontract” means a recorded contract between the conservationand acquisition programs specified in ss. 23.09
sponsorand thedepartment setting forth the obligations of each. (2dm), (2p), (2q), (19) and (20) (d), 23.0915, 23.092, 23.094,
(5) “IRS” means the United States internal revenue service. 23.096,23.175, 23.27 (4), (5) and (6), 23.288, and 30.277,
(6) “Land management plan” means a plan approved by the Stats.
departmentletailing how lands acquired with grants under this (15) “Stewardshipgrant” means a grant of stewardship
chaptershall be managed and maintained. fundsawarded to a nonprofit conservatioganization.
(7) “Natural heritage inventory database” means a database History: Cr. RegisterOctobey1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; rand recrRegis
containingthe location and biological statws each natural e FePruary1996, No. 482, €3-1-96.

communityand rare species that has been inventoried andevalu  NR 51.003 Variances. The department may approve in

atedby the natural heritage inventory program. ) writing a variance from a requirement of this chapter if the

~ (8) “Nonprofit conservation granization” has theneaning  departmentietermines tha variance is essential tdesft nee

in s. 23.0955 (1), Stats., and whose bylaws, charter or incerpora essarygrant actions or program objectives and where special cir

tion papers reflect as a purpose of thgamization theacquisi cumstancesnake a variancia the best interest of the program.

tion of property for conservation purposes. Before approvinga variance, the department shall take into
(9) “Parcel”’means a tract of land which is being conveyed accountfactors such as good cause, circumstances beyond the

by one deed. control of the sponsorfinancial hardship and landowner
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demandsThe department shall seek the advice of the steward  (4) Reasonableentrance, service or userfees maybe
ship advisory council before issuingariances to s. NR 51.03  chargedto defray operation and maintenance costs sulject
(1). The department may not grant variances from statutory departmenteview and approval.

requirements. _ A (5) Sponsorshall agree to abide by all applicable state, local
te,H;Se‘ggé;{g%‘;g'ﬁﬁfgggog%{iﬁgg°- 418, éf11-1-90; rand recrRegis andfederal statutes and regulations including but not limited to

' ' ' generaland special zoning, land use permit requiremeliss,
abledaccess, environmental quality and historical arcthaee
logical preservation.

(6) Propertytransactions shall be subject 8. 32.19 to
32.27, Stats., and relocation assistance shall be subject to ch.
Comm202.

Note: The following information is from ch. Comm 202.
Unders. Comm 202.01 (14), “an owner occupant who voluntarily sells a prop

Subchapter| — Nonprofit Conservation
Organizations

NR 51.01 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to
establishprocedures andtandards for the administration of
grantsto nonprofit conservation ganizations for conservation

purposesas set forth in s. 23.096, Stats. ) erty to a displacing agency not vested watinent domain power” is not a dis
History: Cr. RegisterOctober1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; r and recrRegis placedperson and is not entitled to relocation assistaneearits who occupy a
ter, February 1996, No. 482, éf3-1-96. propertyare entitled to relocation assistameen if the owner is voluntarily selling
the property
NR 51.02 Applicability. This subchaptds applicable to Under s. Comm 202.01 (14) (b) 4., a “tenant-occupant of a dwelling who has

; ; o . beenpromptly notified that he or she will not be displaced by the project” but who
nonprofit conservation @anizationsthat wish to apply for canremain permanently on the property subject to normal rental conditions and
grantsas specified irs. 23.096, Stats., for any one of the folow  provisionsmay notbe a displaced person who qualifies for relocation assistance

ing stewardshiggrant programs: s. 23.092, Stats,, habitat areas; Sollj):(?e?ss t(r;ce)?/ner;:ezggtorle ?;;‘;Z?oggtfgs :ggigts;r:ctg glg“eaipply to all stewardship
S. 2.3‘094’ Stats., stream bank prOteCtmm’3'17’ Stats., ice age grantswhérethe total of stewardship grants and all other public financial assistance
trail; s. 23.175, Stats., state trails; s. 23.27, Stats., natural areass direct government acquisition costsaiproject are at least $5,000 for a project
s. 23.29, Stats., natural area heritage program; s. 23.293, Statswith total costs of less than $50,000; or at least 10% in a piajetig total costs

ice age trail dedications; s. 23.09 (19), Stats., urban green space®' $50,000 or more.

5.23.09 (20) (d), Stats., aiftsr the acquisition and development (7) Sponsorsshall treat landownerfgirly and negotiations

of local parks; and s. 30.277, Stats., urban rivers. betweenthe sponsor and landowner shall be conducted on a
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990,No. 418, eff 11-1-90; am. Registedune, willing sellgr - \{v!ll|ng buyer basis. The sponsor shall mform the

é??‘_‘g'\éo' 462, eft 7-1-94; r and recrRegister February 1996, No. 482, éf landownerin writing that it may apply for a stewardship grant

andthat if it receives a grant the amount of grant shall be

NR 51.03 General provisions. (1) Grants shall be determinedby department approved valuation guidelines.

issuedfor 50% of the acquisition cost of the propertyhe (8) Sponsorsnay not discriminate against any person in the
remainderof the acquisition cost shall come from sponsor match Us€and enjoyment of the property on the basis of age, race,
with the following limitations: creed,color, handicap, marital statuspnviction record, arrest

record,sex, national origin, ancestgexual orientation or mem
bershipin the national guard, statefense force, or any other

departmentbut only to theextent that stewardship grant assist reservecomponent of thenilitary forces of the United States or

ance is needed to acquire the subject parcel. The amount of thd1iS State.

propertydonation that can be used for the match equals the value (9) Sponsorsshall acknowledge the stateassistance in

of the donation or the amouot cash needed by the sponsor for acquiringfee title ownership of a property by placement of signs

the purchase, whichever is less, so there will be no cash back inor in any other manner approved by the department.

excesf the monies actually needed for the purchase. (10) Thedepartment shall have access to land acquired with
(b) If approved by the department, any residual value of a a stewardship grant in order to monitcompliance with the

propertydonation which is not utilized as sponsor match in an grantcontract or carryut any management activity necessary

application may be used for sponsor match in subsequent to ensure the publis’rights and safety

applicationshut only in the fiscal year in which the first applica (11) Thedepartment shall have access to property on which
tloNn t|s iubmltteld ?ng tﬁlﬂg!g\é\ggg LISC?Id)(ef:‘r - o aneasement is acquired with a stewardship grant, in a reasonable
ote: For example, land valu ,000 is donated to the project sponsor who : : : :

then purchases another property within the project boundaries for $8,000. The mannerupon prior notice to the, nonproflt. Conser,va“Oga)r

appraisedralue of the purchased property is $12,000. The total project value is n!;atlonand the landowngto monitor Compllance with the con

igzdggoand tf;e WatCh'”? &arﬁ WOLtJrl1d Torgﬁa"ydbe $16,000. tE,%ut becausi t%nl%/ ditions of the grant contract. The conditions of that access shall
,000was actually spent fpurchase the land, and since a grant in excess of tha ; :

would constitute a profit to the sponsthe stateshare is reduced to $8,000. The be contained in the easemem,agreed t(,) by the |and0Wmm .

remaining$8,000 in donor value may be used by the sponsor in subsequent applica department may grant exceptions to this access requirement in

tionsin that fiscal year and the following fiscal year extraordinarysituations according to the procedure in s. NR

(c) Contributions of property are eligible as sponsor match 51.003.

only if the donated property lies within the boundaries of & proj (12) Thesponsor may sell or transfer the propeoty third
ectwhich has been approved under the same component of theyarty other than a creditor of thegamization with the prior weit

(&) Up to 50% of the fair market value of a contribution of
propertymay be used as sponsor maigth the approval of the

stewardshigprogram as the property being acquired. ten approval of the department. All stewardship restrictions
(d) The fair market value of property usasisponsor match  imposedby the grant contract and lantanagement plan shall
shallbe determined by department valuation guidelines. remainwith the property and any subsequent owners siall
(e) All sources of sponsor match shall ipeluded in the cute a grant contract assignmenhich states that they have
applicationfor a stewardship grant. receivedand reviewed the grant contractd land management

(2) Onehalf of all receipts from the sale of any structures, Planand shall abide by their provisions. Department approval
improvementsor personal property that were included in the of the transfer is not valid until the contract assignment is signed
appraisalnd subsequent acquisition cost shall be reimbursed toby and recorded in the appropriate register of deditsof
the department. (13) Thesponsorshall notify the department of any change

(3) Income accruing to property receiving a stewardship in the status or purpose of the nonprofit conservatigarora-
grantshall be used to further the objectives of the project as tion as it relates to the acquisition and management of lands for
statedin the grant contract. conservatiompurposes.
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(14) If the nonprofit conservationganization dissolves, all (4) The department may make a conditional decision to
title, right and interest held by the sponsor in and to the property approvea project or award grant, but withhold a final decision
shallvest in the state, without the necessity of reentniess a or grant payment until identified contingencies are satisfied.
transfer under sub. (12) is approved. lgiszg;y: Cndl?(e)gJisteE())c(to)ber199?,)!\(10). 418, éfn—(%)—go; aré].( ()2), 6) (@) 2.,

History: Cr. RegisterOctobeyr1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; am. (3) (intro.) and 4.b., (b) 2. and (c) 1cx. (6) (a) 4. c...1(6) (@) 7., 10,1, (b) 8. and (c) 10, renum.
(10), RegisterJune, 1994, No. 462,fef-1-94; r and recrRegister February (6) (@) 8., 9., 12, (b) 9, 10., (cl.1to 13. to be (6) (&) 7., 8., 9., (b) 8., 9., (c) 10.
1996,No. 482, € 3-1-96; correction in (6) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., [0 12:andam. (6) (@) 7., Regisiejune, 1994, No. 462,fef-1-94; rand recrReg
Register,September1996, No489;correction in (6) made under s. 13.93 (2m) ister, February 1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96.

(b) 7., Stats., RegisterDecembey 1997, No. 504. .
NR 51.05 Grant contracts. (1) Stewardship grants
NR 51.04 Application procedures and eligibility shallbe subject to the execution of a grant contract between the
for grant assistance. (1) APPLICATION PROCEDURES. (a) department and sponsafhe grant contract shall recognize the
Applicationsfor stewardship grant assistance shall be submitted State'sinterest in the property acquired and ensure that sponsors
to the appropriate districtfife on forms provided by the depart ~ shallprovide adequate land management and maintenance, or in
ment. Applications maynot be considered until information  the case of easements shall monitor and enforcedhditions

requestedy the department has been received. of the easement, in accordance with provisions contained in the
Note: Copies of application forms and instructions are availabte the DNR, grantcontract and in a land management plan a}pprqved by the
Bureauof Community Assistance, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707. department.Thegrant contract shall be recorded in thigcefof

(b) The department may approve applications as they comethe register of deeds in the appropriate county
in, year—round to the extent that funds are available or the (2) All obligations, terms, conditions antkstrictions

departmenmmay establish applicatiodeadlines for individual  imposedby the grant contract shall be deemed to be covenants
componentf the stewardship progrants order to rate and  andrestrictions running with the property and shall Heative
rank competing applications. limitations on the use of the propeftpm the date of recording

(c) Thedepartment shall send written natification to spon  of the grant contract and shall bind the sponsor arstietiessors
sorsof department decisions regarding their applications after andassigns in perpetuity

all application materials have been received astdd upon by (3) If the sponsor violates ampndition of the grant contract
the department. identified asessential pursuant to s. 23.096 (5), Stats., and fails
(2) ORGANIZATION ELIGIBILITY. (@) An oganization shall be to correct it within 6 months after written notification frdtre
eligible for the stewardship program once it has provieed departmentit shall be aviolation of the grant contract, and alll
dencesatisfactory to the department tlitais a nonprofit con title, right and interest held by the sponsor in and to the property
servationorganization. shallvest in the state without the necessityeentry The fol
(b) The department may award a stewardship grant to a spon 10Wing conditions of the grant contract are essential:
sor after the sponsor has provided evidesasisfactory to the (a) Conversion of the property to any use othan that spec

departmenthat it has the financial capacity and the ability to ified in the grantontract without the prior written approval of

acquireproperty and provide for its long-term management and the department is prohibited.

maintenance. (b) The sponsor may not convagy interest in the property
(3) PROPERTYELIGIBILITY. (@) The department may award to a third partynor allow any leases, permits or encumbrances

stewardshiggrants only for property or a portion of property that Wwithout the prior written approval of the department. The

is consistent with the goals of the stewardship program. departmentnay take actions necessary to avoid the placement
(b) Propertyshall be evaluated and grants awarded according ©f liéns, judgments or encumbrances against the property
to the specific criteria for each component of gtewardship (c) Propertytax payments shall be made on time and kept

program. The evaluation shall be based on the information sub currentunless property taxes are not required.
mitted in the application as well as site visits and technical (d) The sponsor shall at all times maintain its tax exempt sta
review comments. In addition, eligible property shall meet tusas granted by th&®S. The sponsor shall keep the department

applicableprovisions of this subchapter informedof any changes in, or challenges to, its exempt status.
(c) Additional factors which may be considered the (e) Property acquired with a stewardship grant may not be
departmentvhen awarding grants include: closedto the public unless the department determines that it is

1. Projects which have regional or statewide significance Necessaryo protect species of plants, wild animals or other nat
may receive priority over projects which have only local signifi uralfeatures or if the right gfublic access is not acquired as part
cance. of the rights purchased with an easement.

. . o . History: Cr. RegisterOctober1990,No. 418, ef 11-1-90; am. (1) (b) and (2),
2. A higher priority may be placed on existing projects or  (4) renum. (5) to (7) to be (4) to (6), &), RegisterJune, 1994, No. 462, fef

largeprojects, which may be pursued in collaboration with 7-1-94; rand recrRegisterFebruary 1996, No. 482, &3-1-96.

ers,where the multiple acquisition of adjacgaircels will pre

vide greater benefit for natural resource conservationshmayte NR 51.06 Grant payments. Thedepartment may not

parcelprojects. approvegrant payments until the following conditions have
3. The degree twhich the site is threatened by development beensatisfied: . )

or other conversion of land use. (1) Thesponsor has submitted a clasumpported by appro

priateevidence of costFinancial records including documenta

(d) Any property that is subject to a reversionary right or has :: : : :
! o i tion to support accounting records shall be available for review
restrictionsor covenants that limit the ability of the property to by state oficials for a period of 3 years after final payment,

be managed for the conservation or public recreational purposes
of the stewardship program is not eligible for a grant. (2) The value of the property has beapproved by the
. ? departmenticcording to department valuation guidelines.

(e) Any prope(ty V.Vhlc.h was gcqwred more than One year note: The departmenrg’ valuation guidelines are available from the DNR,
b_eforea grant appllc_at_lon IS SmeltteC_j for that property is net eli  Bureauof Community Assistance, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707.
gible for a grant. Eligible parcels which are not awarded grants  (3) The sponsohas submitted an environmental inspection
in the fiscal year they are submitted due to ifisieht funds, report showing the property contains no undesirable environ
shallalso be considered for funding in the following fiscal year mentalconditions, potential liabilities or hazards that anae

(f) Property imot eligible unless the sponsor has developed ceptableto the department. Inspectiand audit reports are sub
a sound land management plim the property which ensures  jectto department review and approval. If a report shows the
thelong—term viability of the project. propertycontains or may contain unacceptaefe/ironmental
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conditionsor liabilities, the department may reject the grant (7) “Statenatural area” has thmeaning specified in s. 23.27

applicationor require an environmental audit to deterntime (2) (h), Stats.

full extent of the problem. History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; r (5), renum. (6)
Note: The departmert’environmental inspection report form is available from € (8) to be (5) to (7), Registefebruary1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96.

the DNR, Bureau of Community Assistance, Box 7921, Madison, WI 53707. NR 51.23 Eligible applicants Nonprofit conservation
(4) (a) Exceptas provided in pa(b), fitle insurance or other organizationsare eligible to apply for natural area grants.

evidenceof marketable title haseen approved by the depart Historv: Cr. Regi 1090, No_ 418, &f11-1-90- am. Redi
mentand the interests of the state under the grant coaet ruaty 1556 No, St O ctobes 1990, No. 418, & 90; am. RegisteFeb
beendeclared in a recorded instrument of conveyance.

(b) Upon the request of the spongbe department may elect y i
to pay out up to 100% of the grant award to a non-interest bear shallallocate $250,00@nnually to nonprofit conservationgar
ing escrow account before conveyance of the property to the Nizationsfor grants to acquire lands on the current priority site
sponsoiif the department has approved the title commitment or ISt.
anattorneys opinion of title merchantability and if the escrow (2) The department may provide up to aadditional
holderhas agreed to release fhiads only under the following ~ $1,250,00Qto nonprofit conservation ganizations depending

NR 51.24 Allocation of funds. (1) The department

conditions: onthe departmerg’natural area acquisition needs and available
1. The escrow holder has all necessary additional funds for funds. o
the purchase and sale of the subject property: (3) BeginningJanuaryl of each yearthe department may

: : . s useany fundsnot committed under subs. (1) and (2) for depart
2. The escrow holdénsures title to or receives title insur mentacquisition of natural areas.

ancefor the property subject only to exceptions containgden History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, éf11-1-90; am. (1), Register
titte commitmentwhich has been approved by the department; rebruary1996, No. 482, &3-1-96.
or the escrow holder receives a department approved title opin

ion. NR 51.25 Grant conditions. ~ Grant awards shabe

3. The escrow holder insures that a legal instrument is Madewith the following conditions: o _
recordedwhich vests title or a property interest in monsor (1) The property shall qualify for dedication and be dedi
andreferences the interest of the stat¢he property under the catedas a state r:\atural area under ss. 2327 and 23.29, Stats.,
termsof the grant contract. exceptfor those sitethat the department mayith good cause,

exemptfrom the dedication requirement. Good cause includes,
dbut is not limited to, sites that have deed restrictamrephem
eral natural values such as rookeries and lgiodcentration
areas.

(2) A management plan shall be approved in writing by the

4. Funds shall be returnedttee department within 30 days
of the closing date if the closing does not occur as schedule
unlessthe department approves an extension.

(5) All statutory requirements, requirements of this chapter
andcontingencies contained in the grant contract have smen d .
epartmenprior to grant approval.

isfied. e ; ) )
History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; am. (1)..1(3) and Fe';:.itgg'lggré Rﬁg'itggog}gti?_%%?o' No. 418, €f11-1-90; am. (1), Register

(5), renum. (4) and (6) to be (3) and (5) and am. (5) (intro.), (i) 2. and.(@t)cr
RegisterJune, 1994, No. 462,fe7—1-94; r and recrRegister February 1996

No. 482, ef. 3-1-96. ’ NR 51.26 Ap_plication procedur_e. (1) APPLICATION
DEADLINES. Deadlines are as stated in subch. I.
Subchapter Il —Natural Ar eas Grants (2) ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATIONS FOR PROJECTSNOT ON

PRIORITY SITELIST. A maximum of 25 applications for projects
NR 51.20 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter isto Nnoton the current priority site list shall be accepadhfiscal
establishprocedures andtandards for the administration of Year.

grantsto nonprofit conservation ganizations for natural area (3) ProgectappLICcATIONS. Applications shall include:

protectionpurposes as set forth in s. 23.096, Stats., under the nat  (a) A list of the goals of the project in terms of natural area

ural areas or natural area heritage program. protection:What natural values will be protected by the project?
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90. (o) The boundary of the project mapped on a U.S.G.S.

7.5-minutequadrangle map;

NR 5121 Applicability. This subchapter applies to ron (c) A history of the land use within the project boundary;

profit conservatiororganizations that wish to apply for grants

for natural areas or natural area heritage proguaas as Speci (d) A history of the land use surrounding the project;
fied in s. 23.096, Stats. (e) A history of the past disturbances;
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90. (f) A discussion othe present threats to the natural values
of the project;
NR 51.22 Definitions. In addition to thelefinitions in s. (g) A proposed land management plan including detailed

NR 51.002, the following definitions apply to this subchapter: pjansfor restoration of those areas not of natural area quality
(1) “Dedicatedstate natural area” has the meaning specified within the project boundary;

in's. 23.27 (1) (b), Stats. (h) Recent air photos;
(2) “Dedication” has the meaningpecified in s. 23.27 (1) (i) Ajustification of the long-term viability of the site:ttee
(c), Stats. naturalarea protection goal realistic given the natural values to
(3) “Designatedstate natural area” has the meaning speci be protected, the size of the project, the surrounding land use,
fiedin s. 23.27 (1) (d), Stats. andthe proposed land management plan?

“ ” i i i History: Cr. RegisterOctobey1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; am. (2) (3) (intro.),
(4) “Natural area” has the meaning specified in s. 23.27 (1) (@) and (0, r (3) (), RegisterFebruary1996, No. 482, 6{3-1-96

(e), Stats.
(5) “Natural values” has theneaning specified in s. 23.27 NR 51.27 Approval of projects.  The department shall
(2) (), Stats. evaluateeach project as follows:

(6) “Priority site list” means a list of sites generated and (1) If the project is listed on the current priority site list, it
revisedperiodically by the department based on the natural heri shallbe approved.
tageinventory database, if appropriate, awdthe department (2) If the project is not on the current priority site list, the
review of proposed sites for natural area projects. departmenshall review proposed projects that are eligible for
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naturalarea designation pursuantsta®23.27 (1) (e) and (f), Stats.  andtheir cost, installation schedule and maintenance require
Thecriteria used to evaluate natural values of proposed projectsments.

areas follows: (2) “Costshare grant” meansggant to a nonprofit conserva
(@) The quality of the natural value to be protected. tion organization or landowner for the installation of land man
(b) The condition of the natural value to be protected, includ agemenpractices approved by the department.

ing an analysis of the degree to which the nathle has been (3) “Habitat restoration area” or “HRAMmeans a landscape

damagedr altered from its optimal condition and character  scalearea of manageable size, delineated by the department and
(c) The long-term viability of the natural value to be-pro  Selectedaccording to the criteria and procedures specified in s.
tected,including the extent to which the project meets thesmini NR 51.43.

mum area required by area—dependent spagfie®ncern; the (4) “Land management practice” means a practieeh
adequacyof the project to maintain community functiamd nigue or measure approved lige department which is deter
dynamics;the impacts that fragmentation, isolation and size of minedto bean efective, practicable means of protecting, restor
communitymay have on its longevity; and the abitifithe proj ing or enhancing wildlife or fish habitat.
ectto support minimum viable populations of species to be pro (5) “Landowner’ means any individual, partnershgmrpe
tected. ration, municipality town, county nonprofit oganization or
(d) The defensibility of the natural value and the project from otherperson holding title to the land by fee title.
adverseeffects that threaten it. (6) “Projectcosts” means direct documented costs approved
(3) Thecriteria used to evaluate and rank proposed projects by the department in theost share agreement. The amount the
areas follows: department agrees to reimburse for Emd management prac
(a) The rarity of the natural value to be protected. tice maybe based on an average cost determined as reasonable
(b) The number of natural values to be protected. by the department. The department may reghasthe sponsor

: . obtainbids for land management practices.
(c) The degree to which the natural value and the project are History: Cr. RegisterOctober1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; r and recrRegis

threatenedind the degree to which they are already protected. ter, February1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96.
(d) The value of the area for research and education.

(e) The degree to which acquisition, as opposed to other NR51.43 Habitat restoration areas. (1) The goal of
protectiontools, will protect the natural value. establishinghabitat restoration areas is to increase the pepula

(f) The degree to which this typpé natural value is already tions of specified wildlife and fish populations primarily

protectedn the state. throughlan_dscape sce_lle habitat management.
History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; renum. (1), (2), (2) Habitatrestoration areas shaké selected by the depart
RegisterFebruary1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96. mentusing the fo||0Wing criteria:

(a) The practicability of achieving significant improvements

NR 51.28 Approval of parcels. Inagiven fiscal year j, yhé quality and quantity of wildiife or fish habitattime HRA.

parcelswithin the boundaries of an approved project or projects o . . .
on the current priority site list shall be funded unless there are () Likelihood of owners of critical habitat managemsités
more parcels than money available. to participate in the project.
History: Cr. RegisterOctobeyr 1990, No. 418, &11-1-90; am. (1) (intro.), r (c) The probability of wildlifeor fish populations for which
(1) (8) to (c) and (2), RegistdFebruary 1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96. habitathas been severely degraded to increéasbundance and
establisha self-sustaining wild population.

NR 51.29 Unfunded parcels. Parcels within projects ; : . . .
onthe current prioritysite list that are not funded due to irfsuf the(g)R;he level ofpublic ownership of critical habitat types in

cient funds may be resubmitted the followifigcal year and

shallreceive first priority within the appropriate priority groups (e) The level of interest on the behalf of nonprofit conserva

listedin s. NR 51.28. tion organizations to assist in implementation.
History: Cr. Register October 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; correction made (f) The level of opportunities to cooperate with existing fed
unders. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Regisfeebruary1996, No. 482, £f3-1-96. eral, state and county administered land management programs.
. (g) The presence of unique or endangered environmental
Subchapterlll —Habitat Ar eas resources.
. . h) The usefulness of the area as an education demonstration
NR 51.40 Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to are(a)

establishthe administrative framework for the implementation . L . .

of the habitat areas program to protect, enhance and restore wild__ (3) The department shall give priority in selectihgbitat

life habitat in Wsconsin. The goals of the program will be restorathrareas to the following sites and species in the fellow

achieved through use of easements, fee title ownership, costnd order: _ o _

shareagreements and establishment of habitat restoration areas, (&) Southern, eastern and westeris¢iinsin sites suitable
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; r and recrRegis for restoring grasslands amaktlands to benefit gamebirds such

ter, February 1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96. aspheasants and dabbling ducks, and grassland songbirds in the

o . . following counties: Barron, Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Dunn,

NR 51.41 Applicability. ~ This subchapter applies tioe Fond du Lac, Green, Green Lake, Jefson, Polk, Rock, St.

department'habitat areas prograonder s. 23.092, Stats., and  Croix, Walworth and Vihnebago.

grantsto nonprofitconservation @anizations pursuant to ss. (b) Central Wsconsin sites suitable for restoring grasslands

23.092and 23.096, Stats. : > ° . {
History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, &/11-1-90; r and recrRegis for rarespecies such as prairie chickens in the following eoun

ter, February 1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96. ties: Adams, Clark, Juneau, Marathon, Portagayldr and
Wood.
NR 51.42 Definitions. In addition to thelefinitions in s. (c) Southwestern V§consin sites suitable farestoring

NR 51.002, the following definitions apply to this subchapter: smallmouthbass fisheries ithe following counties: Grant, lowa
(1) “Cost share agreement” means a recorded agreementandLafayette.

betweenthe department and nonprofit conservatiogaoiza- (d) Other sites where the habitat restoration projectssigill

tion or landownemhich identifies land management practices nificantly benefit grassland, wetland and rare wildlife species.
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(4) Thedepartment shall select habitat restoration areas for

designatiorbased on the criteria listed in subs. (2) and (3),-avail
ability of funding and the availability of department Btiaf
acceptnew workloads associated with the project.

History: Cr. RegisterOctober1990, No. 418, &€f11-1-90; r and recrRegis
ter, February 1996, No. 482, éf3-1-96.

NR 51.44 Allocation of grant funds.  The department
shallallocate $500,00M each fiscal year to nonprofit conserva
tion organizations for grants to undertake projects which meet
the criteria of théhabitat areas program. The department may
provide additional fundsfor grants to nonprofit conservation
organizationglepending on the availability of funds.

History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; r and recrRegis
ter, February 1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96.

NR 51.45 Grants for property acquisition. (1) Non-
profit conservation @anizations may apply fastewardship
grantsto acquire property tprotect, enhance or restore wildlife
habitat.

(2) Projectswhichare not eligible to receive grants include:

(a) Property containing or planned to contain buildings or

WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE

428

(5) Thecost share agreement shall bind each Eahgirs,
successorand assigns during thefedtive period of the agree
ment. If a change in ownership occurs during thieafve
periodof theagreement, the new landowner or landowners shall
be responsible for fulfilling allconditions of the cost share
agreement.

(6) Theperiod ofthe cost share agreement shall include the
installationperiod plus the operation and maintenapegod.

The operation and maintenance period shall be at least 10 years
beginningwhen the last practice has been installed unless-other
wise provided in the cost share agreement.

(7) A request for a project extension to the cost shgree
mentshall be submitted prior to the project termination date.

(8) Sponsorsshall apply for federal and state permits,
approvalsjicenses or waivers necessary to implement the proj
ect. Work may not begin until all applicable permits hden
obtained.

(9) Land management practices allowed aycost share
agreemeninay be installed on property not owned by the spon
sorif the landowner is a party to the cost share agreement.

(10) If the sponsor fails to fulfill any terms of the cost share

other facilities designed for intensive recreational use such asagreementincluding failing to install or properly maintain the

playgroundsroads, picni@reas, boating and camping facilities,
playing fields or shelters, unless the facility occupies only a
small portion of the property and the department determines it
doesnot diminish the property’wildlife habitat value.

(b) Timber plantations.

(c) Property which is intended for agricultural use.

(d) Licensed game farms, fur farms, deer farms or shooting
preserves.

(3) Projectswhich have one or more tife following charac
teristics,not listed in priority ordershall receive preference for
funding:

(a) Projects which protect, enhance or restore ecologically
significantplant and wildlife communities, biological diversity
uniqueor outstanding ecosystems or rare wildlife and plant spe
cies.

(b) Sites which havbeen identified as regionally important
for wildlife and plants in a comprehensiland use plan or the
natural heritage inventory database.

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey1990, No. 418, &€f11-1-90; r and recrRegis
ter, February 1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96.

NR 51.46 Cost share grants. (1) Nonprofit conserva
tion organizations may apply for cost share grants to install land
managemenpractices which restore or enhance wildlife habitat.

(2) Thefollowing are not eligible for cost share assistance:

(&) Land management practices begun prior to the signing of

the cost share agreement.

practicesof the agreement, the department may semkburse
mentof all or a portion of the stateshare. If a practice is ren
deredineffective during the period of the agreement due to cir
cumstancedeyond the control of the sponstite department
may waive repayment of cost share expenses. The department
may authorize the replacement or modification of the practice.

(11) Thedepartment may suspend or termiretost share
agreemenif there has been substantial nonperformance without
goodcause.

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey1990, No. 418, &€f11-1-90; r and recrRegis
ter, February 1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96.

Subchapter IV —Stream Bank Piotection

NR 51.60 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to
establishthe administrative framework for the implementation
of the states stream bank protection program to protect water
quality and fish habitat of streams.

History: Cr. RegisterOctober1990,No. 418, f 11-1-90; am. Registedune,
1994,No. 462, eff 7-1-94.

NR 51.61 Applicability. This subchapter applies tioe
departmenprogram to acquire stream bank easements under s.
23.094,Stats., and to stream bank protection grants to nonprofit
conservatiororganizations pursuant to s. 23.096, Stats.

History: Cr. RegisterOctober1990,No. 418, df 11-1-90; am. Registedune,
1994,No. 462, ef 7-1-94.

NR 51.62 Definitions. In addition to thelefinitions in s.

(b) Land management practices installed on licensed gameNR 51.002, the following definitions apply to this subchapter:

farms,fur farms, deer farms or shooting preserves.

(1) “Managementplan” means a written plan preparied

(c) Other practices, activities or sites which the department accordancewith the departmerg’ master planning process

determineslo not to meet the objectives of the habitat areas pro
gram.

(d) Indirect costs and ordinary operating expenses of the

organizatiorthat are not directly related to the project.

(3) The department shalielect applicants to receive cost
sharegrants based on:

() The likelihood that the project witestore and enhance
wildlife or fish habitat.

(b) The quality and value of the habitat that will be restored.
(4) Sponsorsshall install and maintain land management

describingconditions and activities which shall be enforced and
allowed on lands and easements acquired under s. 23.094, Stats.

(2) “Landowner”means any individual, partnershqmrpe
ration, municipality town, county or person holding title to or
having an interest idand who grants the department a stream
bankeasement.

History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; rand recr(1), r
(3) and (4), Registedune, 1994, No. 462,fe7-1-94.

NR 51.63 Priority stream identification.  Streams
shall be identified by the department pgority streams for

practicesin accordance with provisions contained in a cost share departmenfprojects, using the following criteriaot listed in

agreementvhich shall be recorded in thefiok of the register
of deeds andvith a land management plan for the property refer
encedin the cost share agreement.

orderof priority:
(1) Theextent to which the water quality afish habitat of
the stream are threatened by urban agricultural rundf
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Streamsshall satisfy this criterion to a reasonable extentto be  NR 51.67 Grants to local units of government.
consideredurther Grantstotalling up to $300,000er year may be made to local
(2) Theextent to which the threat to watgwality and fish ~ unitsof government to acquire land or easementstream cer
habitatof the stream can be protected through the acquisition of fidorswhich meet the criteria established in s. 5lR63. These
land rights. Streams shall satisfiyis criterion to a reasonable  grantsshall complywith the provisions of subch. IV and s. NR

extentto be considered further 50.05.

(3) Streamssatisfying subs. (1) and (2) shall be further prior
itized based on the following: SubchapterV —State Trails

(a) The extent to which the stream project provides protec )
tion of endangered or threatened resources including natural NR51.70 Purpose. (1) The purpose of this subchapter
communitiesand habitat for rare species. is to encourage and provide for the establishroéatbalanced

b) The inclusion of the stream in or adjacent to other depart SYStemof statetrails, for use by equestrians, bicyclists, cross—
me(nt)projects. ) P countryskiers or hikers as provided in s. 23.175, Stats. Increas

(©) A determination by the department that the stream’ ing demand for trail-based recreation, gmdmoting the pres

riparianlands are enrolled in the federal or state programs-speci ervationof public access to, travel withiand enjoyment and
fiedin s. 23.094 (2) (Cltats., or other federal or state programs appreciatiorof theoutdoor resources, will be provided by estab

: . h lishing state trails which are:
thatprotect or enhance water quality or fish habitat. Near urban ar r near or within scenic. historic and cul
History: Cr. RegisterOctober1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; r and recrRegis (2) Near urban areas or near o scenic, historic and cu

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1996, No. 482, &f3-1-96.

ter, June, 1994, No. 462,fe?-1-94. turally significant areas,
(b) Likely to receive significant use, and
NR 51.64 Management plans. The department shall (c) Of more than local significance.
preparea management plan for each stream or strezgment (2) The department maylesignate state trails which meet
on which it intends to acquire land or stream bank easements. the purposes of s. 23.175, Stats., as a part of the state trail system.
History: Cr. RegisterOctobe;lQQO, No. 418, &f11-1-90; rand rechegis The department may provide for or assist in the acquisbfon

ter, June, 1994, No. 462,fef~1-94. statetrails by nonprofit conservation ganizations, and enter

into agreements with nonprofit conservatiomamizations or

NR 51.65 Land management conditions. (1) The local units ofgovernment for their development, administration
following activities are prohibited on land and easements andmanagement.

acquiredunless specifically approved by the department in the History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; correction in (1)
management plan: (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 12., Stats., Regikiae, 1994, No. 462.

@ Altera_mon of vegetgtlve cove_r or other natural features. NR51.71 Applicabilty. The provisions of this section
(b) Planting or production of agricultural crops. are applicable to all state trails established under s. 23.175,
(c) Mowing, grazing or spraying thland with chemicals Stats.,and thelce Age trail as established under ss. 23.17 and

exceptto comply withnoxious weed control laws in ss. 23.235 23.293,Stats.

and 66.0407, Stats., or to control pestsamemegency basis History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990, No. 418, éf11-1-90.

whensuch control is necessary to protect public health.

(2) Whenevemossible, the area included in acquisitions and
easementshall include landavithin at least 66 feet from either

NR 51.72 Definitions. In addition to thelefinitions in s.
NR 51.002, the following definitions apply to this subchapter:

side of the stream. Riparian wetlaraisilands at least 66 feet (1) "lce age trail” means the trail established under s. 23.17,
from the edge of the wetland shall be included in acquisition and Stats. B ) Y _
easemenareas whenever possible. (2) “Local unit of government” means a cityillage, town

. or county
(3) Thedepartment shall purchase anstall or pay the cost u e . _
of purchasing and installing fencing the departnuiermines (3) “Certified” means the recognition and signing by the
necessaryo protect a stream for which an easement has beennationalpark service of completed segmeoitshe Ice Age trail
acquired. asprovidedfor in the Ice Age national scenic trail comprehen

(4) A landowner subject to an easement may be required tosive plan for management and use, national park service, 1983.

i ; 4) “North Country trail” means the national scenic trall
seednative grass or a grass—legume mixture on the land at rates @ . -
determinecby the department to establish and maintain peren €Stablishedinder public law 96-199.16, USC 1244 (2) (8).

nial cover for the term of the easement, or to plant trees on the (5) “Statetrail system” means theecreational trails desig
land subject to the easement. natedby the legislatureor the department pursuant to s. NR

51.73.

(5) Thedepartment may allow installation and maintenance ™y .. ¢ RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90.

of management practices meeting USDA soil conservatien ser
vice standards, such as cattle stream crossings, riprap and cattle NR 51.73 Designation. (1) The Ahnapee, “400", Bear
watering areas, if the management practice doescoaflict skin, Buffalo River Chippewa Falls/Ambridge, Chippewa
with the purpose of the easement. River, Elroy-Sparta, Glacial Drumlin, Great Riy&reen Bay/
(6) Publicaccess to the eased area may be a condition of theGreenleafGreen Bay/\&lusau, La Crosse Rivédlilitary Ridge,
easemenif the public use does not conflict with the purpose ~ PecatonicaRed CedarSugar RiverGandy DancefTuscobia,

the easement. Old Abe, Hillsboro, Saunders, Green Circlejoddvash and
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; r and recrRegis Wild Goose state park trails are designated as state trails.
ter, June, 1994, No. 462,fe7-1-94 corrections in (1) (c) wee made under s. (2) The Ice Age trail as established in s. 23.293, Stats., is a

13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats. .
(em) (0) as state trail.

(3) Nonprofit conservation ganizations and local units of
zations. Grants may be made onprofit conservation gani- governmenimay nominate, in writing, additional trails for state
zationsto acquire land or easements on stream corridors which rail designation. Nominations shall document that nominated
meetthe criteria established in s. NR 51.63. trails meet the purposes of this subchgpeid provide recre

History: Cr. RegisterOctober 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; r and recrRegis at'_onal opportunltles for equeStrlanbleC||Sts’ cross country
ter, June, 1994, No. 462,fe?-1-94. skiersor hikers, and that the trail is:

NR 51.66 Grants to nonprofit conservation  organi -
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(a) Reasonably accessible to urban areas, or

(b) Within or in close proximity to areas of significant natural
beauty historical or culturasignificance, state or national parks,
forestsor recreational areas, or provides connections to existing
statetrails, and

(c) Of a width suficient to provide the purposes for which
acquired generally not less than 33 feet wide in rural areas and

WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE
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ment, or recognized by the department and certifiedthsy
nationalpark service.

(c) Labor is not a qualifying maintenance expense.

(d) The department may expend the funds as grants. Non
profit conservation @anizations or local units of government
managingportions of the Ice Age trail under the provisiarfs
par.(b) may nominate maintenance projemtsthe appropriate

notless than 10 feet wide in urban areas, nor have more than 2%lepartmenform, and include a check for one-half the eshg

acresper mile averaged over a 5 mile distance.

(d) Likely to receive significant use as determined by the
statecomprehensive outdoor recreation plansimilar study
and

(e) There is a reasonal#apectation of completing the nec
essaryland acquisition and development, and of successful
managemenand operation.

(4) Uponfinding that the conditions in sub. (3) are met, the
departmentnay designate the trail as a state trail.

(5) The department may designate state trails on its own
propertiesf they meet the criteria in sub. (3).

(6) Thedepartment may remove a state trail, except the Ice
Age trail, from state trail designation upon finding that it is not
beingreasonably operated and maintained by the ownzpex
ator,or is not reasonably likely to meet the purpose of the state
trail system.

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; am. (1), Register
June,1994, No. 462, &7-1-94; am. (1), Registefebruary1996, No. 482, éf
3-1-96.

NR 51.74 Grants for state trails. (1) The department
may make grants to nonprofit conservatiorgamizationsto
acquirelands for a state trail if the proposed state trail is first des
ignatedby the legislature or the department under s. NR 51.73.

(2) If all conditions ofs. NR 51.73 are met, the department
shallgive higher priority to granting applications for funding to
thosetrails that:

(a) Provide connections between other state trails,

(b) Are of a length stitient to provide at least one dayee
reationalexperience,

(c) Provide connections to resource ardestatewide signif
icanceor areas of outstanding natural scenery

(d) Provide for more than one use, or

(e) Contribute to a geographically balanced system of trails.

(3) Thedepartmenimay allocate 50% annually of the fund
ing under s. 23.175, Stats., to nonprofit conservatigartza-
tions.Beginning on January 1 of each yebe departmenhay
useany uncommitted balance fdevelopment of department-
owned state trails.

(4) Thedepartment may grant funds unde3.175, Stats.,
to nonprofit conservatiomrganizations for the acquisition of
sceniceasements on lands within state trail acquisition areas.

(5) In addition to the provisions in sub. (1), the department
may acquire lands for the Ice Age trail out of monies appropri

with a cost estimatand at least 2 quotes to support cost esti
matesabove $500.00. If the grant proposslapproved, the
departmenshall cash the applicasttheck, and write a check
to the applicant for th&ull amount of the grant. If the project is
not approvedor if funds are no longer available, the appliant’
checkshall be returned.

Note: The appropriate department form may be obtained from the Bureau of
Parksand Recreation, Department of NatuRalsources,.®. Box 7921, Madison,
Wi 53707.

(e) If the provisions of pars. (b) to (d) are met, the department
shall give priority to those portions of the Ice Age trail providing
significant public use, or wheréhe maintenance expenditure
will protect the resource or pubbafety or comfort, or those
portionsunder the ownership of a local unit of government or a
nonprofit conservation @anization meeting the requirements
of s. NR 51.03 and managed by a local unit of government or a
nonprofit conservation @anization and where the nonprofit
conservatiororganization has a recorded interest in the land.

History: Cr. RegisterOctobey1990, No. 418, &f11-1-90; am. (6) (d), Regis

ter, February 1996, No. 482, &3-1-96 correction in (6) (a) was made under
s.13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats.

NR 51.75 Management contracts unders. 23.096,
Stats. Contracts betweetihe department and nonprofit econ
servationorganizations for state trail acquisition and marage
mentshall, in addition to the requirements in subch. |, require the
nonprofit conservation @anization to:

(1) Acquire the lands for a trail, where applicable.

(2) Specifywhich uses shall be permittadd managed for

(3) Construct,maintain, operate and repair as necessary a
recreationatrail for the purpose diorseback riding, bicycling,
cross—countrgkiing, hiking or other compatible uses as autho
rized by the department.

(4) Prohibit hunting on the state trail unless specifically
authorizedby the department.

(5) Keepthe state trail opefor public use after completion
of the land acquisition and development thauld allow the
statetrail to be used. If the state trail ever ceases to be used for
statetrail purposes, then all rights shall revert to the department
without necessity of reentryfThe department has no obligation
to develop and operate the trail and all permanent improvements
madeto the trail by the nonprofit conservatiorganization or
its agent shall become the property of the department.

(6) Openthe state trail to the general pubbapbject to rea

sonablerules and regulations, as the managing cooperator
deemsnecessary for the management and operation cftabe

atedunder s. 20.866 (2), Stats., and dedicate them under the protrail and as approved in writing by the department.

visionsof s. 23.293, Stats. The department may acquire lands for

thelce Age trail as provided for in s. 23.293, Stats., only in proj
ectareas approved by the natural resources board.

(6) (&) The departmenmay expend funds received under
the provisions of s. 20.370 (7) (fa), Stats., for the purchase of
equipmentand materials for the maintenance of the Ice Age trail.
Purchasenay include leasing under the provisiafis. 16.754
(1) (d), Stats.

(b) Portions of the Ice Age tralil eligible fiunding under this

(7) Developthe state trail to conform with departmetdte
trail standards (department Manual Code 2540.5) or other rea
sonablestandards as approved by the department.

(8) Assumethe responsibility for all fencing, signing and
similar activities which are related to the developmerdinte
nanceand operation of the state trail.

(9) Prepareall necessary plans, specifications and environ
mentalreports, including citizen participation, for the state trail,
andsubmit them to the department for written approval prior to

subsectiorare those under the ownership and management ofthe commencement of any development or improvenyemy.
the department, or those dedicated to the department under thehangesof use or developmenf the state trail shall be per

provisionsof s. 23.293, Stats., and managed by another party
underthe provisions of a management contract with the depart

formed in accordance with general plans submitted to and
approvedby the department.
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(10) Providethe necessary maintenance including oot (4) Applications for each proposed project shall be sub
limited to, grading, landscaping and controlling vegetative mittedto the property manager by Apripiior to the state fiscal
growth on the state trail and any parking areas or use &weas year for which funding is requested. Applications for grants
keepthe property in a good state of useability and sightliness. receivedafter April 1 shall be considered on a case—by-case

(11) Provideor arrange for the necessary enforcement and basisto the extent that funds are available.

securityof the state trail to ensureiefent, safe useand to pre (5) Grantawards may be given for up to 50% of the actual

serveand protect public health, safety and welfare. cost of the project and are restricted byodtier conditions of .
(12) Provideliability insurance if requested by the depart ~S-23.098, Stats. Grant funds shall be deposited in a separate proj

ment. ectaccount established by the friends group and may be used

(13) If the trail is also @art of the Ice Age trail or the North only for the project described in the approved grant applica_tion.
Countrytrail, the managing cooperator shall, upon completion  (6) The department shall evaluate all completed applica
of thetrail development, apply to the national park service for tionsto determine which applicants shateive grants accord
certificationas a component of the Ice Age national scenic trail, ing to the priorities in this subchaptéfp to 100% of the grant
or North Country national scenic trail and sign the trail accord Mmoniesmay be advanced to the successiehds group appli

ingly. cantonce the applicant can show they have 100% of their share
(14) Permitthe department to inspect the trail to ensure-com ©f Project monies in the separate projactount described in
pliancewith the provisions of the contract. sub.(5). _ _ _
History: Cr. RegisterOctobey 1990, No. 418, &11-1-90. (_7) I_Eachfriends group which receives a grant awsndl| _
maintain accurate and complete financial records of project
SubchapterVI — Friends Group Grants for State expensesin accordance with department reporting reguire
Property Development Under s. 23.098, Stats. ments.A final accounting of project expenditures shall be-sub

mitted to the property manager within 60 days of the completion
NR 51.80 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to  Of the project or by the date indicated in the grant agreement,
establishcriteria and procedures for the implementatiin whicheveris soonerlf actual expenses for the project are less
grantsto friends groups for property development under s. thanestimated, th&iends group shall return unused grant funds

23.098,Stats. with the final report.
History: Cr. RegisterJune, 1994, No. 462,fe7-1-94. Note: Copies of the departmesifinancial reporting requiremerdaad forms are
availlablefrom the property manager )
NR 51.81 Applicability and definitions.  This sub b Sy A e 4. No. 462 fef ~1-04; am. (3), Registekeb
chapteris applicable to friends groupsganized forand under
formal agreement with thelepartment for properties or pro Subchapter VIl —
gramsunder s. 23.098 (1), Stats., and s. NR 1.71. Heritage State Park and Foest Trust Grants

History: Cr. RegisterJune, 1994, No. 462,fe7-1-94.

NR 51.90 Purpose. The purpose of this subchapter is to
establishcriteria and procedurdsr the implementation of heri
tagestate park and forest trust grants to friends groupsrégr
erty maintenance and operations under s. 27.016, Stats.

History: Cr. Register Septemberl996, No. 489, éf10-1-96.

NR 51.82 Eligible projects.  All projects shall be con
sistentwith propertymaster plans, or be from a comprehensive
list of potential projectsvhich shall be prepared by the depart
mentannually or be from the departmestb year development
plan.

History: Cr. RegisterJune, 1994, No. 462,fe7-1-94. NR 51.91 Applicability. ~This subchaptes applicable to
friends groups oganized for and under formal writteagree

NR 51.83 Priorities. Priority shall be given to those proj  entswith the department for properties or programs under s.

ects,not listed in order of prioritythat: _ _ 23.098(1), Stats., and s. NR 1.71.
(1) Implementa departmerapproved interpretive program. History: Cr. RegisterSeptember1996, No. 489, & 10-1-96;am. Register
(2) Providefor increased accessibility for people with-dis ~ December,1997, No. 504, eff. 1-1-98.
abilities. ) _ o ) NR 51.92 Eligible projects.  All projects shall be con
(3) Completea major restoration or rehabilitation project on - sjstentwith property master plans, or fraacomprehensive list
the property using native flora or fauna or both. of potentialprojects, available through park and forest superin
(4) Improve the departmerg’ or friendsgroups ability to tendentwhich shall be prepared by the department annually

provide special events, programs, public information, or-mar  History: Cr. RegisterSeptember1996, No. 489, & 10-1-96.
keting strategies consistent with the goals of the department for

that property NR 51:93 Priorities. Rrio_rity shall be given to those .proj

(5) Add user amenities which are in additinbasic facik ects,not listed in order of prioritythat do any of the following:
tiesalready provided for at the property (i) Provide,maintain or operate department approved-inter

(6) Includeways to funcbr assist in funding any new associ ~ Pretiveprograms. - o
atedoperationaktosts related to completing the proposed-proj " (2) Provideor maintain accessibility for people witisabit
ect. Ites.

History: Cr. RegisterJune, 1994, No. 462,fe7-1-94. (3) Assistin the restoration or rehabilitation g@iroperty

o usingnative flora or fauna or both.
NR 51.84 Application and grant award proce - (4) Providespecial events, progranmyblic information or

dures. (1) Applicationsshall include a description of the pro marketingstrategies consistent with the goalshe department
posedproject, a cost estimate, timetakled other information for that property

requiredby the department. This information shall be o . i .
Note: A copy of these forms may be obtained from the property manager the(gz’o'}\)/learlt?/tam or operate basic facilities already prowded at
(2) Any environmental assessment, permits and miscella History: Cr. RegisterSeptember1996, No. 489, éf10-1-96.

neousapprovals required to implement the project shathiee

responsibilityof the department. NR 51.94 Application and grant award proce -
(3) Applicationsshall be developed cooperatively with the dures. (1) Applicationsshall include a description of the pro
propertymanager posedproject, a cost estimate, timetakled other information
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requiredby thedepartment. This information shall be provided be used only for the project describedthe approved grant
on forms provided by the department. application.

(2) The department shall establisin annual application ~_ (5) The department shall evaluate all completed applica
deadline, which shall be stated on the application form. tions to determine which applications shall receive grants
Applicationsfor grants received after that deadline shall be con @ccordingto the priorities in this subchaptehll awarded grant

; v ; ; moniesmay be advanced to the succesffiahds group appli
Zlbdlzredon a case~by-case basis to the extent that fundvaite cantonce the applicant can show it has 100% ddlitsre of the

. . . projectmonies in a separate project account.
(3) To qualify for a grant under this program, a friends group (6) Eachfriends group which receives a grant awahdl|

shall haveestablished an endowment fund for_ the benefit of a 5intain accurate and complete financial records of project
statepark, a southern forest or a state recreation area and shalg]xpensesin accordance with department reporting reguire
haveentered into a written agreement with the department for ments. A final accounting of project expenditures shall be-sub
operationor maintenance of state property mitted to the property manager within 60 days of the completion
(4) Grantawardsmay be given for 50% of the amount of of the project or by the date indicated in the grant agreement,
matchingfunds provided by the friends group and rgtricted whicheveris sooner If actual expenses for the project are less
by all other conditions of s. 27.016, Stats. The department maythan estimated, the friends group shall return any unused grant
not expendmore than $30,000 for each friends group or state funds it has received with the final report.
propertyin a given year Grant funds shall be deposited in &SEp o Nricrom e proner managor . [cPoTing reduiremeraad forms are
arateproject account established by the friegdsup and may History: Cr. Register September1996, No. 489, &f10-1-96.

RegisterApril 2001 No. 544


http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code

